loo        INFLUENCE OF SEXES ON VEGETATION      CHAP.

Among the Tangkhuls of Manipur, before the rice is sown
and when it is reaped, the boys and girls have a tug-of-war
with a tough rope of twisted creeper. Great jars of beer are
set ready, and the strictness of their ordinary morality is
broken by a night of unbridled licence.1 It would be unjust
to treat these orgies as a mere outburst of unbridled passion ;
no doubt they are deliberately and solemnly organised as
essential to the fertility of the earth and the welfare of man,
intercourse The same means which are thus adopted to stimulate the
growth of the crops are naturally employed to ensure the

order to fruitfulness of trees. The work known as The Agriculture
of the Nabataeans contained apparently a direction that the
grafting of a tree upon another tree of a different sort should
be done by a damsel, who at the very moment of inserting
the graft in the bough should herself be subjected to treat-
ment which can only be regarded as a direct copy of the
operation she was performing on the tree.2 In some parts
of Amboyna, when the state of the clove plantation indicates
that the crop is likely to be scanty, the men go naked to the
plantations by night, and there seek to fertilise the trees
precisely as they would impregnate women, while at the same
time they call out for " More cloves ! " This is supposed to
make the trees bear fruit more abundantly.3 In Java when
a palm tree is to be tapped for wine, the man who proposes
to relieve the tree of its superfluous juices deems it necessary
to approach the palm in the character of a lover and a
husband, as well "as of a son. When he comes upon a
palm which he thinks suitable, he will not begin cutting at
the trunk until he has intimated as delicately as he can the
reasons which lead him to perform that surgical operation, and
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